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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, September 12, 2005, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, the
source of power and might, You are a
stronghold in times of trouble, so
today, we pray for Your strength.

Strengthen our faith so that we will
trust You in our seasons of joy and sad-
ness. Strengthen our will so that we
will choose the harder right and resist
the easy wrong. Strengthen our deci-
sions so that we will not vacillate when
commitment is needed. Strengthen our
affection so that we will learn to love
You as You have first loved wus.
Strengthen our Senators for today’s
challenges and opportunities. Keep
them in good health and give them pa-
tience and cheerful endurance.
Strengthen us all to believe that Your
purposes will ultimately prevail.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

Senate
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MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR
SCIENCE, THE DEPARTMENTS OF
STATE, JUSTICE, AND COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2862, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2862) making appropriations
for Science, the Departments of State, Jus-
tice, and Commerce, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Lincoln amendment No. 16562, to provide for
temporary Medicaid disaster relief for sur-
vivors of Hurricane Katrina.

Harkin amendment No. 1659, to increase
the appropriation for nationwide legal serv-
ices field programs and to provide additional
funds to programs providing legal services to
the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Dayton amendment No. 1654, to increase
funding for Justice Assistance Grants.

Biden amendment No. 1661, to provide
emergency funding for victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

Sarbanes amendment No. 1662, to assist the
victims of Hurricane Katrina with finding
new housing.

Dorgan amendment No. 1665, to prohibit
weakening any law that provides safeguards
from unfair foreign trade practices.

Sununu amendment No. 1669, to increase
funding for the State Criminal Alien Assist-
ance Program, the Southwest Border Pros-
ecutors Initiative, and transitional housing
for women subjected to domestic violence.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The

majority leader is recognized.
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today we

are resuming consideration of the Com-

merce-Science-Justice appropriations
bill. Last night, we reached agreement
to limit amendments to that bill. That
agreement will allow us to finish this
appropriations bill early next week. We
are here today to give Senators the op-
portunity to offer amendments from
that list. They will also have that op-
portunity on Monday. We will not vote
on amendments during today’s session,
but we are prepared to debate addi-
tional amendments and schedule those
votes for next week.

Last night, we scheduled our first
vote on Monday, and that will occur at
6:30 Monday evening. It will be on the
motion to proceed to the resolution of
disapproval regarding the regulations
relating to mercury.

As everyone is aware, the Judiciary
Committee will begin its hearings on
the nomination of Judge Roberts. I will
be working with the Democratic leader
to schedule floor votes around those
hearings to provide the least amount of
disruption of those proceedings. That
means most of the voting will occur at
the lunch hour or around midday and
then later in the evening.

Throughout this time, we will con-
tinue to focus our efforts on legislation
related to the effects of Katrina. Yes-
terday, as my colleagues Kknow, we
acted very quickly on emergency court
legislation so that those Federal courts
could continue operations appro-
priately. As I have stated again and
again, we will remain committed to re-
spond and act expeditiously on any
matter that can be cleared and that
will assist in our recovery efforts in
those affected States.
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HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I am
pleased to report that last night, the
Senate moved very quickly and passed
a supplemental emergency aid pack-
age, a $61.8 billion bill that was signed
and then about 2 hours later was signed
by the President of the United States.
It is a bill that aims directly at the
critical rescue and relief efforts of the
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Last
night’s action reflects the solemn com-
mitment of the Congress and the Presi-
dent to the people devastated by the
extreme disaster which has struck the
Gulf Coast. I thank my colleagues for
their hard work and determination to
get this bill passed expeditiously. The
clock was ticking.

As of yesterday, the $10.5 billion we
allocated during last Thursday’s ur-
gent session was nearly tabbed out. We
knew at the time we passed this initial
funding that more aid would be needed.
What we did not know was the sheer
magnitude of the catastrophe and how
it would outstrip those relief dollars so
quickly.

By pulling together and responding
in an efficient and quick manner, fo-
cusing on that essential task, at 7:30
last night we did pass that $51.8 billion
bill. As a result of that, thousands of
volunteers and responders will con-
tinue to do what they are doing so well
right now along the Gulf Coast, and
that is saving lives and providing aid.
As I speak, over 65,000 Active-Duty and
National Guard personnel are in the
Gulf region conducting search, rescue,
and voluntary evacuation operations.
They are helping to restore washed-out
roads, build bridges, and clear millions
of gallons of toxic floodwater. They are
providing critical health care, medical
care, food, water, shelter, and security.
Our thanks go out to them. Our grati-
tude goes out to each and every one of
them. Many of those rescue workers, in
fact, are putting their lives on the line
as they deal day in and day out with an
environment of destruction, of toxic
chemicals, of toxic waters. We thank
them for their dedication.

When I was in New Orleans last Sat-
urday and Sunday, just outside the ter-
minal of the New Orleans airport, I had
the opportunity to meet face to face
with so many wonderful guard units.
The 118th Airlift Wing, the Tennessee
Guard based out of Nashville, was there
in force. The 118th had been ferrying
supplies and people in and out of that
region over the course of the week,
around the clock for days. Right now,
the 118th AeroMed units are trans-
porting the sick and the injured evac-
uees to locations all around the coun-
try. Again, I thank them in particular
because they are from my home region
of middle Tennessee, but I thank all of
those Guard units and Active military
that are contributing with untiring
dedication and commitment.

FEMA continues to aggressively pro-
vide support and sustenance for the
hundreds of thousands of families
whose lives have simply been shattered
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by this disaster. In 1 week, over a quar-
ter of a million people have been evac-
uated and placed in over 200 shelters
across 17 States. Each one of those
shelters has affiliated with it many
shelters, but it gives some feeling of
the magnitude that there are some for-
mal shelters in 17 States.

Countless citizens all across the
country are pitching in and giving
money and donating their services and
giving hope to those displaced individ-
uals and families. Huge efforts are un-
derway to locate those missing per-
sons, people who have been separated
from their friends and from their fami-
lies. From the very beginning, we have
seen a great outpouring of the Amer-
ican spirit, compassion, and care from
private citizens, church groups, college
groups, doctors, nurses, grandparents,
moms, and dads—all being on the front
lines helping neighbors in distress.

Several of my colleagues have heard
me tell the story of last Saturday and
Sunday at the New Orleans airport
where triage was underway, thousands
of people were being brought in the
door of that terminal. One out of four
had some special need, some health
care need, some medical emergency. To
see the operation of four college stu-
dents from the University of Texas
helping carry people up to the triage
unit side by side with our Guard units
maintaining security the best they pos-
sibly could, coupled with the DMAT
units, disaster medical assistance
units, that have come from Florida,
Pennsylvania, and really from all over
the country—it was an amazing out-
pouring of people working together
under the most trying circumstances,
circumstances that minute by minute
got worse and worse and worse. But ev-
erybody was pulling together, helping
people in distress.

A vivid image I think of throughout
the day is two people on stretchers side
by side on the floor in that very dark
terminal in the midst of all that chaos
in so many ways with so many people
coming in, and those two people not
knowing each other but taking care of
each other’s needs, helping each get a
little bit of water, a little bit of food,
or stopping somebody, the assistance
one patient would give another patient,
somebody they had never seen before.
Again, there was this outpouring of
compassion, love, and volunteer spirit.

Today in the private sector, individ-
uals and businesses have spontaneously
donated well over $300 million to this
effort. It is growing by hundreds of
thousands of dollars every day—again,
a representation of the outpouring of
generosity, concern from individuals,
corporations, and businesses. It is this
outpouring of compassion and support
that is a testament to our national
character, the character of being an
American.

Here in the Senate, we have worked
around the clock, as people have seen,
with the emergency session last Thurs-
day, and it continues today. We con-
vened the emergency session Thursday
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and passed an emergency supplemental
of $10.5 billion, and then the $51.8 bil-
lion last night. The committee chair-
men have all been charged and are
working very hard crafting legislation
to meet the urgent and long-term
needs of the hurricane survivors.

This week, Speaker HASTERT and I
announced the formation of a bi-
cameral—that is, House and Senate—
bipartisan committee to conduct a top-
to-bottom investigation, analysis, re-
view of the emergency preparation and
response to Hurricane Katrina. The
committee will be made up of senior
Members. It will report back to this
body no later than February 15. They
are going to review the emergency
plans that were in place at the local
level, at the State level, and at the
Federal level, and how they interacted
with each other, what went wrong and
what went right. They will assess how
local, State, and Federal governments
actually responded, and when things
went wrong, we will find it and we will
correct it as we prepare for the future.
Our committees will have legislative
authority and will work with that joint
committee based on those findings to
legislate accordingly.

The Energy Committee this week
held hearings on the surge in gas prices
and what can be done to bring them
down. We passed legislation to get the
Federal court system in the affected
areas up and running.

There are a lot of moving parts. We
will continue to focus on legislation
that answers the immediate response
and relief, moving other business aside.
Thousands of people need our help, and
the three States need to recover and
rebuild.

Yes, all of this is a massive under-
taking. It is an undertaking that is
going to force us to think out of the
box, to think innovatively, to think
creatively, to think in ways that we
just simply have not thought before. In
many ways it is inexcusable to have a
response which is not seamless, which
is not efficient, which is not focused on
seamless communication. We are going
to fix what is broken and we are going
to do it aggressively, thinking cre-
atively, innovatively, and out of the
box.

As the Senate moves forward, helping
the victims of the hurricane is our No.
1 priority. We are working through es-
sentially three phases. And when I say
phases, I think chronologically, but it
is simultaneous phases. First is that
immediate response to the victims who
are in need, to the displaced persons, to
continue that search and rescue. What-
ever it takes, this body will make that
an ongoing priority.

The second element is the longer
term rebuilding and reconstruction and
revitalization of that entire Gulf State
region. That is a major focus. It is a
focus that has already begun, but it is
also a much longer focus. It will take
weeks and months and years. And that
focus is something that needs to be a
part of our agenda, is a part of our
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agenda, and each of our committees is
looking at that.

The third element is an analysis of
what went wrong and what went right.
We will be doing that through our com-
mittee structure as well as the joint
committee that has been established
by the Speaker and me.

We need to cut the redtape and bu-
reaucracy that is getting in the way.
We hear it again and again and again.
I have asked each of the committee
chairmen to expedite proposals, sug-
gestions to leadership, so we can con-
sider those in this Chamber.

In closing, the Senate and the Amer-
ican people are committed to helping
the Gulf Coast rise again in a bigger
way, a better way, and a more pros-
perous way than ever. It will require us
to think innovatively and creatively.
In this hour of need, in this hour of
tragedy and unrest, we can also find
great opportunity and great reason for
hope. We stand shoulder to shoulder
with our mneighbors from the Gulf
today, tomorrow, and in the months
ahead.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Alabama.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to return to the consid-
eration of H.R. 2826, the Commerce,
Justice, Science and Related Agencies
Appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006. I thought we
had a very productive opening day yes-
terday. We heard from many of our col-
leagues. We will continue to do that.
We have several amendments that we
are in the process of reviewing on both
sides of the aisle here, and we are doing
our best to consider the views and con-
cerns of all Members.

Again, I would like to reiterate this
morning how important it is that
Members let me and Senator MIKULSKI
and our staffs know of any amend-
ments they plan to offer. I urge those
Senators with amendments to come to
the floor. This is a very important bill.
This funds a lot of very important
agencies, and the quicker we can real-
ize what we have to do and how we are
going to go about it, the better off we
are and we will expedite this legisla-
tion.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ISAKSON). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
LANCE CORPORAL KEVIN S. SMITH

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
this morning to honor a fellow Ohioan,
a young man from Springfield. Twenty-
year-old LCPL Kevin S. Smith was
killed on March 21, 2005, when a suicide
bomber detonated an explosive-filled
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car against Smith’s Humvee. Lance
Corporal Smith was conducting sta-
bilization operations in Al Anbar Prov-
ince, protecting Iraqi civilians he had
been among for less than a month.

Kevin Smith had a profound sense of
duty. Before he had even graduated
from high school, he knew he wanted
to be a marine. At a very young age he
had the resolve to defend his country
abroad, and as Kevin grew he developed
the thoroughness, the competence, and
the compassion that helped him serve
with distinction.

Kevin Smith was born on September
24, 1984, in Springfield to proud parents
Ronald and Kathy Smith. Growing up,
Kevin enjoyed baseball and playing his
guitar. He attended Kenton Ridge High
School where he was a member of the
Spanish National Honor Society. Mar-
sha Stoner, head of the society, taught
Kevin for 3 years. She recalls imme-
diately noticing him in her class, and
at the ceremony in Kevin’s honor de-
scribed her former student as ‘‘genuine,
kind, and gentle.”

Principal Chuck Foss remembers
Smith as the kind of person who ‘‘just
did things the way they were supposed
to be done.” He continues: ‘I would
take a whole school of kids like him.”

Indeed, our whole country could use
more men such as Kevin Smith.

School was not the only place Kevin
showed his reliability and personal
strength. As those who own older cars
know well, sometimes your own auto-
mobile becomes your greatest chal-
lenge. Kevin owned a decaying 1993
Toyota Celica that he lovingly named
“Doughnut.”

With spare parts and elbow grease,
Kevin kept the Celica in working con-
dition long after this ‘‘doughnut”
should have sputtered its last sputter.

Kevin had the drive it took to keep
that aging car running. He saw a job
that needed doing, and made sure it got
done right. Also, while working on the
car, Kevin developed the ingenuity he
would later apply in the Marines.
Lance Corporal Smith could dis-
assemble a medium machine gun—
twice—in a minute and forty-eight sec-
onds. .

Kevin met his fiancee, Kristi Leider,
at Kenton Ridge. They planned to
marry. Kevin looked forward to becom-
ing a husband and becoming a police-
man so he could protect his family and
his community. But first, there was
something he had to do. He had to pro-
tect his Nation as a Marine.

After graduating from Kenton Ridge
in 2003, Kevin departed to serve. In
Iraq, he was a member of the 3rd Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Regiment, known to
marines as the three-two. Kevin Smith
was a natural leader, always the last to
bed after checking on every member of
his team. Sergeant Clive S.
Chinatomby, Kevin’s squad leader, had
the following to say about Lance Cor-
poral Smith:

He was a team leader and was the first one
to jump up and volunteer for anything. Any-
time I'd go to him with something, it would
get done.
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Kevin Smith would get it done—and
he would get it done right.

Lance Corporal Smith was more than
just able and dedicated. He was com-
passionate. Smith would joke with his
team, telling them clever one-liners as
they patrolled. He not only did his best
to protect the Marines around him
from the physical perils of war, he
shielded them from the stress and ten-
sion of being under constant threat. At
a memorial service following Kevin’s
death, Sergeant Chinatomby attested
to Kevin’s infectious good humor:

He kept me on my toes. Everything in life
had a smart comment. He always had a come
back for you, and he taught me not to take
life that [seriously], because there is always
a lighter side to things. He made situations
a lot less stressful.

Tragically, on March 21, 2005, Kevin’s
squad lost a friend, his parents lost a
son, and the United States lost a brave
and dedicated Marine.

Kevin’s Company First Sergeant,
J.W. Rovnak wrote this message to the
Smith family as a tribute to the kind-
ness and service Kevin gave the men of
the three-two:

It is difficult to express the loss the men
and I share here in Iraq. We bite back tears
and mourn quietly in dark corners as we
focus on the task at hand. We live for the
day that we can grieve with you and try to
give back to you all that Kevin has blessed
us with. He lives in us, and our lives are for-
ever touched and changed because of him. I
am honored to have known him. Semper Fi.

Nathan Heironimus, Kevin’s child-
hood friend, remember his Kkindness,
good humor, and dedication. He wrote
Kevin the following message in tribute:

Kevin—We had some good times these past
fifteen years or so—playing backyard sports
and videogames as kids, [playing] music, and
cruising around in [old doughnut]. It seems
like we did it all. You’ll always be remem-
bered by me as an easy-going comedian who
just knew how to take it easy and enjoy life
to the fullest. Easy to talk to and deter-
mined, I know you were a great leader for
your team like you always were. We're all
proud of what you’'ve done for our country!!
I know you’re up there smiling down on us
all now.

Kevin was as good a soldier as this
country could ask for. He got the job
done, he was trusted and loved by his
fellow Marines, and he was dedicated to
the protection of democracy—be it
abroad or at home.

Lance Corporal Smith offered us his
blood, sweat, and tears. He left an in-
delible mark on this world. He will
never be forgotten. His family and
friends honor the sacrifice he made, the
Marines of the three-two honor the sac-
rifice he made, and today, I honor that
sacrifice.

My wife, Fran, and I continue to keep
Kevin’s fiancée, his parents, and his
sister in our thoughts and in our pray-
ers.

SERGEANT MICHAEL FINKE, JR.

Mr. President, I rise today to pay
tribute to Marine Sergeant Michael
Finke, Jr, who was one of 31 service-
members Killed when their helicopter
crashed near Rutba, Iraq, on January
26, 2005. After securing Fallujah for the
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upcoming elections, 28 year-old Mi-
chael and his unit were being trans-
ported north for another security mis-
sion.

Born in Scottsdale, AZ, on October
31, 1976, Michael moved to Medina, OH,
when he was 6. Michael was a quiet
boy—polite and considerate. His father,
Michael Sr., remembers his son ‘‘[mak-
ing] friends everywhere he went. He
was a practical joker. He didn’t smile
very much, but boy, when he did—when
he laughed—everybody Kknew they
should be doing it, too.”

Michael always dreamed of becoming
a Marine. His mother, Sally Rapp, re-
members that ever ‘‘since [Michael]
was a little guy, he always talked
about being a Marine.”” He not only
talked about it, he tried to do some-
thing about it. When Michael was 15,
he sent the Marines a postcard, lying
about his age and informing them he
would like to enlist. When this attempt
failed, Michael tried again the fol-
lowing year. This time he received a
letter in return, telling him to get into
shape. When he turned 17, Michael was
finally able to realize his dream of
being one of the few and the proud.
With the signed consent of his father,
he enlisted in the United States Ma-
rines Corps.

Before he became a Marine, Michael
was a student at Medina High School
and then at Huron High School. Mi-
chael played football and baseball. He
was the catcher on the 1995 Huron high
school baseball team that won the San-
dusky Bay Conference Championship.
It was the first time Huron had won
the conference since 1987. Michael’s
coaches remember him as a nice young
man and a team player. One of his
baseball coaches, Don Wood, said that
Michael was ‘‘a kid [who] worked hard
and did his best every day he came
out.”

Michael also sang in a mixed choir
during his senior year of high school.
His choral director remembers Michael
as ‘.. .a quiet guy, even in choir. He
was a good student for me. The quiet
ones tend to be good students.”

While Michael enjoyed the benefits of
high school life—playing on a cham-
pionship baseball team, singing in the
choir, hanging out with his friends—he
was very much looking forward to life
as a Marine. You see, Michael came
from an honorable line of military
men. His grandfather was a Marine and
his father was a member of the 101st
Airborne, serving as a helicopter door
gunner during the Vietnam War—serv-
ice for which he earned the Bronze
Star.

With such a military tradition in his
family, it is easy to see why Michael
was so interested in becoming a Ma-
rine. Long after he had joined the serv-
ice, Michael’s mother found an old
briefcase that Michael had used to
store his Marines memorabilia. It was
stuffed with brochures and information
packets. As his mother says, ‘I think
he spent half his life at that recruiting
office!”
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Michael’s younger brother, Tim, was
always skeptical of Michael’s desire to
become a Marine. But, when Michael
came home wearing his dress uniform
for the first time, Tim was convinced
that it was the right thing. He said:
“[Michael] was only 5 foot 6 inches tall,
but [in that uniform] he looked 8 feet
tall. He was bigger than life. I under-
stood why he wanted to be a Marine.”

Indeed, the Marine uniform—rep-
resenting  bravery, sacrifice, and
honor—was a perfect fit for Michael
Finke.

After boot camp, Michael was as-
signed to Camp Pendleton, California.
It was there that he met his soul mate,
Heather Dohrman. The two married on
October 11, 2002, in Las Vegas. Because
of Michael’s duty assignments and
Heather’s education commitments, the
two were only able to spend a limited
amount of time together. But they
made every moment count. They were
deeply in love and had planned to start
a family once Michael returned from
Iraq.

Michael almost wasn’t deployed to
Iraq. He was serving on the USS Esser
and when the roster of Marines aboard
who were being deployed to Iraq was
posted, and—to his dismay—Michael’s
name was not on the list. He lobbied
his superiors, begging to go with his
men—his friends his brothers. Upon
hearing that her son was actively seek-
ing a tour in Iraq, his mother asked
Michael, ‘‘Are you crazy?!” His re-
sponse rings true to the core beliefs of
all Marines. “That’s my family,” Mi-
chael said. ‘I have to be with my fam-
ily.”

Michael found Iraq to be a dangerous,
yet inspiring place. He was privy to the
daily death and destruction that de-
fined the city of Fallujah, as he and his
unit helped to provide security for the
city. But, he was also deeply involved
with the children of Iraq. According to
his grandmother, Donna Thompson,
“[Michael] said the kids were abso-
lutely wonderful children. He just
adored them.”” He also told his mother,
Sally: ‘“Mom, I just love the kids, I just
look in their eyes, and I know the fu-
ture of Iraq is in the children.”” Michael
truly believed in his mission—that he
was helping protect the freedom and
futures of Iraqis, as well as Americans
through his service.

Michael Finke was a great Marine.
Sergeant Major Ramona Cook recalls
serving with Michael. In an email post-
ed to an Internet tribute to Michael,
she wrote:

The news of Sergeant Finke’s death was
numbing, and it hurt. I had the pleasure of
serving with Sergeant Finke as his 1st Ser-
geant at Camp Pendleton. His caring atti-
tude and calm demeanor set him apart, and
he was truly a leader of Marines. I hope his
family finds some solace in knowing that Mi-
chael died a hero, and will forever be remem-
bered and missed.

Michael Finke, Jr., was an excep-
tional human being, who was loved by
his wife, his family, his friends, his fel-
low Marines, the children of Iraq, and
anyone else who came into contact
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with him. He was a living, breathing
exemplar of the Marine Corps’ values:
honor, courage, commitment. Michael
grew up desperately wanting to become
a Marine and upon achieving that goal,
he served with dedication and distinc-
tion.

One of the people Michael admired
was General George S. Patton. In re-
gard to how we honor our fallen serv-
icemen and women General Patton
once said this:

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men
who died. Rather, we should thank God that
such men lived.

We are indeed thankful to God that
Michael Finke, Jr., lived. He was a
good person—a loving, selfless, pas-
sionate man. This earth is a better
place because of him and because he
lived.

My wife Fran and I continue to keep
Michael and his wife, parents, and sib-
lings in our thoughts and prayers.

CORPORAL TIMOTHY KNIGHT

Mr. President, I rise today on the
floor of the Senate to honor the life of
22-year-old Marine Corporal Timothy
Knight. On January 26, 2005, Timothy,
from Brooklyn, OH, and 30 fellow serv-
icemembers were killed when the heli-
copter they were riding in crashed near
Rutba, Iraq. Timothy, or “Timmy’’ to
those who know him, was a member of
the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, 3rd Marine Division.

Timmy’s mother, Jeannie, remem-
bers her son growing up as a ‘‘normal
Brooklyn kid.” He was interested in
sports and the outdoors. He was out-
going and likable—respectful and easy-
going. Timmy was well-liked in the
community and at school.

He attended Brooklyn High School,
where he played football and ran track.
Teachers from Brooklyn remember him
as a good student, who was always
roaming the hallways with a confident
gait—a confidence that came from
knowing he would someday become a
U.S. Marine.

That is what he wanted to do. Ever
since he was eight years-old, Timmy
knew he wanted to serve in the Marine
Corps. He was fascinated by the dis-
cipline and the sharp uniforms. And,
after watching war movies with his fa-
ther, he would spend hours dreaming of
the heroic adventures he would eventu-
ally embark upon.

Before joining the Marines, however,
Timmy pursued another career inter-
est—and that was law enforcement. He
decided to attend the Polaris Career
Center while in high school and take
law enforcement classes. Upon comple-
tion of his service in the Marines,
Timmy hoped to become a State Troop-
er or a U.S. Marshall. He came one step
closer to this goal when he graduated
from Brooklyn High School and Polaris
Career Center in May 2001.

Going all the way back to the 3rd
Grade, Timmy had his eye on yet an-
other goal—someday marrying a girl
named Gina Delligatti. Now, this took
a few years of convincing on Timmy’s
part. Let’s just say that the two didn’t
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get off on the right foot. According to
Gina, Timmy was constantly teasing
her. This ‘‘teasing’ continued from
grade school into high school, when
Timmy was no longer interested in
making fun of Gina, but rather just in-
terested in her. This teasing-turned-
flirting eventually caught Gina’s at-
tention, and she remembers Timmy,
little by little, ‘‘growing on [her].”

The 8th of May 2000 was a serendipi-
tous day for Timothy Knight. He was
mourning for his beloved dog, which
had just passed away. Gina came over
to console him and seeing how upset he
was, tried to lift his spirits. She agreed
to start dating Timmy. After nearly a
decade of teasing and flirting, Timmy
and Gina finally became a couple. And,
they never once looked back.

Timmy and Gina were two people
made for each other. Their senior class
voted them ‘Most Popular Couple.”
Two years after graduating, in Novem-
ber 2003, Timmy and Gina were mar-
ried. Those attending the ceremony
may have noticed that Gina was not
wearing any shoes. The reason was that
Timmy was about 5 foot 6, and Gina
was a little bit taller. Timmy, in fact,
frequently used the nickname ‘‘Big
Bird” when referring to Gina. So, in
deference to Timmy not wanting to
“look really short” next to a high-
heeled bride, Gina went shoeless for the
ceremony.

Such compromises were common for
Timmy and Gina. She remembers
Timmy as her best friend. She said
that ‘“he was a great husband, who
cleaned the car every Sunday and
cooked. He really only cooked two
dishes that I had taught him, but he
cooked! Not everyone can say that
about their husband!”’

When people who knew Timmy de-
scribe him, the first thing that usually
comes to mind is his sense of humor.
His mother remembers his laughter
and ability to make people feel at ease.
Gina remembers Timmy being some-
thing of the ‘‘class clown’ in high
school. And, from what she has heard
from the other Marines in Timmy’s
unit, he could always be counted on to
lighten the mood when things got bad.
Gina and others remember Timmy’s
smile:

It was a grin that made you laugh. And,
you laughed despite him having done some-
thing to make you mad. So, even though you
wanted to wring his neck, you grinned back
at him, because you had to. He just had that
way about him.

While Timmy was deployed in Iraq,
Gina gave birth to a daughter named
Chloe. Timmy never got to meet his
daughter, but Gina believes he would
have been a fantastic father. I have no
doubt that would be the case.

Timothy Knight’s life was cut trag-
ically short on that January day when
his helicopter went down. Thirty-one
sets of parents lost their children on
that fateful day. One parent, Sally
Rapp from Westlake, OH, and the
mother of Army Sergeant Michael
Finke, understands the pain that
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Timmy’s mother Jeannie experienced
when her son was killed. She, too, lost
her son that day. Sally wrote the fol-
lowing wrote in an email message post-
ed on an Internet tribute after
Timmy’s death:

My son, Sergeant Michael Finke, was on
the helicopter with Tim. My condolences to
the family, as I share in the pain of losing
one so loved. We are forever united through
the sacrifices that our young men were will-
ing to make. Thank you and God Bless.

While there are no words that can
ever ease the pain of losing a child, we
may take solace in knowing that both
Timothy Knight and Michael Finke
made use of every moment they lived.
As Adlai Stevenson once said, “‘It is
not the years in your life, but the life
in your years that counts.”

Indeed, Timothy Knight lived a lot of
life in those 22 short years. Timothy
Knight lived his life to its fullest as an
easy-going kid from Brooklyn, OH, who
loved his wife, his family, and his new
daughter, Chloe. We honor him today
on the floor of the U.S. Senate, because
he put his love for his country, his love
for our freedom and the freedom of oth-
ers, first—above all else. He gave his
life in the hope that Chloe’s generation
would see a safer, more stable world.

We will always honor his life and
never forget his sacrifice.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JASON SPARKS

Mr. President, on September 16, 2004,
more than 1,000 people gathered in the
Monroeville, OH, high school gym-
nasium to say goodbye to one of their
own—Army Private First Class Jason
Sparks, who died while bravely serving
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Those who
gathered could not help but think that
this brave young man was very much
alive just 14 months ago in that same
gymnasium—receiving his high school
diploma.

Members of the high school football
team, clad in their black and gold uni-
forms, escorted the body of 19-year-old
Jason out of the high school for the
last time.

Jason Sparks was a well-adjusted
young man, who could make anyone
smile. In his all-too-brief 19 years on
this earth, he made a lasting impres-
sion on all those who knew him.

Jason was born to loving parents—
Scott and Lisa Sparks. Even as a
young boy, Jason was outgoing. His
dad remembers his young son as a
“‘child who loved everyone he came
into contact with” and who ‘‘didn’t
have a shy bone in his body.” He re-
members Jason asking him for hugs by
saying, ‘‘Big hug! Big hug!”’

At Monroeville High School, class-
mates and teachers remember Jason as
the outgoing kid who was always smil-
ing. Not only did students love to be
around him, so did the teachers. Prin-
cipal, David Stubblebine, describes
Jason as ‘‘the kind of kid who would
walk into the office, plop down, and
say, ‘How ya’ doing?’”’ Janet Gerber, a
counselor at the school, remembered
Jason as honest and straightforward—
and always helpful around the office.
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Jason was also very athletic. He
pitched and played first base on the
baseball team and played special
teams, tackle, and guard on the foot-
ball team. Ben Paul, the school’s ath-
letic director, remembers Jason as
‘““the kind of athlete who put team
goals ahead of individual goals. He was
an integral part of that team’s success.
He was a hard-working kid and a good
athlete.”

Outside of school, Jason loved play-
ing on his Xbox video game system and
hanging out with friends. He also
worked at two fast food restaurants in
nearby Norwalk, OH. It was there that
he met the love of his life, Jennifer
Smith.

Jennifer remembers meeting Jason
while the two worked together. In the
beginning, she wasn’t interested, but
Jason persisted and the two became
friends. The friendship slowly evolved
into something more and Jason eventu-
ally proposed and they got engaged.

After graduating from high school in
2003, Jason was looking for a way to
prepare for college and, eventually,
dentistry school. He decided to join the
Army, as did his fiancé Jennifer. Jason
trained with the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry, 2nd Infantry Division at
Camp Casey, Korea, before heading to
Kuwait. While there, the military
newspaper, Stars and Stripes, asked
him how soldiers deal with training in
the intense Kuwaiti heat. Jason replied
that after South Korea, it didn’t bother
him too much, and he would advise
drinking a lot of water. Jason excitedly
called his family to tell them that he
was featured in the article.

Jason made sure to call his family
often—especially his 6-year-old sister,
Sarah. Scott Sparks noted that despite
their age difference, Jason and Sarah
were very close. His mom Lisa loved to
hear from her son, whom she called, ‘“‘a
hugger, not a fighter.”

In early September 2004, Jason was
sent to Iraq, and tragically—less than
a week after his arrival—he was killed
when insurgents fired on his patrol.

In an email posted on an Internet
tribute following Jason’s death, fellow
soldier Private First Class Anthony P.
Herber of Norwalk, OH—who, at the
time of writing his message was sta-
tioned in Mosul, Irag—wrote the fol-
lowing:

Jason—you were my best friend, and I will
never forget that you are the reason that I
am still here today. You were a caring per-
son, and nobody will ever forget that. I miss
you man, and as I sit here in Iraq, I just hope
I can be the hero you are to all of us.

The tight-knit community in Mon-
roeville also deeply felt Jason’s loss.
The flag hung at half-staff at the high
school, and those gathered for the foot-
ball game on a September night heard
a tribute to their fallen classmate.
Dick Winslow, commander of American
Legion Post 547 in Monroeville said
that ‘‘Jason sacrificed his life in Iraq
for the cause of freedom. Jason rubbed
shoulders with us. He was one of us.”

On September 16, 2004, hundreds of
mourners lined the funeral procession
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route to show their support for the
Sparks family. In response to this out-
pouring, Scott Sparks remarked that
“[Jason] touched a lot more people’s
lives than we ever knew.”’

Indeed, Jason Sparks touched count-
less lives around the world through his
service to America and his support of
the Iraqi people. I'd like to conclude
my remarks with the heartfelt words of
Deanna Morgan Mack, a friend of Ja-
son’s from Monroeville on whom Jason
had a strong, lasting impact. Deanna
wrote the following:

Jason you were such an amazing
friend. . .. I do not know of anyone who
didn’t love you. I'll never forget the times
seeing you at church or at the high school.
. . . I know that we never really talked that
much but whenever I'd see that smile of
yours that could brighten up a room, I
couldn’t help it and had to smile, too.

I'll never forget when [my brother] was
sick one day and mom sent me in to get his
Homework and I saw you standing there. I
was in the worst mood possible and had tears
running down my face. You bent down so we
were eye to eye, and as you wiped the tears
away with that million watt smile, you
asked me what was wrong and if there was
anything that would make it better. I was
between the ages of 10 and 11 and as a little
kid the only thing I thought would make it
better was an ice cream. I told you that, and
you said, “Well I don’t know if I can give you
that, but I can tell you this—whatever your
problem, God will help you solve it.” And
then, you just smiled again as you eased
your way upwards. I thought about your
words, and it wasn’t until a couple years ago
that I actually understood what they meant.
But, I'll always remember how I walked out
of that office with the biggest grin on my
face. Thank you for being like an older
brother to me, Jason. I'll always look up to
you in Heaven above. And, when I have a
problem, I think that before I ask God, I'll
ask you, and I'll picture that smile and know
that everything will be okay again. I love
you and miss you with all my heart Jason
Lee Sparks. May God rest your soul.

SPECIALIST GAVIN COLBURN

Mr. President, I rise today to honor a
fellow Ohioan and brave soldier. Army
SPC Gavin Colburn, from Frankfort,
served with the 542nd Transportation
Company in Iraq. Specialist Colburn
lost his life on April 22, 2005, when a
roadside bomb detonated alongside his
convoy. He was 20 years old.

Gavin Colburn sacrificed his life for
the safety of the American people, the
survival of a new Iraqi freedom, and for
the men and women serving alongside
him. He continued to give of himself
even during the last moments of his
life. When the roadside bomb exploded
near his vehicle, Specialist Colburn
threw his body over fellow soldier
Michelle Pfister, shielding her from the
blast. Specialist Colburn had promised
Michelle’s father that he would watch
out for her. He kept his promise.

Gavin was born on January 24, 1985,
in Washington Court House, OH. He at-
tended Adena High School in Frank-
fort, where he was a member of the
basketball and track teams. His bas-
ketball coach, Mike Patrick, described
him as a ‘‘consummate teammate,”
with a great physical energy—a senti-
ment shared by Gavin’s close friend,
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Andrew West. “We’d all complain that
we had to run so far,” said West.
“Gavin never complained.” Whether as
a member of the track team or as a
member of an Army company, Gavin
was the ultimate teammate.

In eighth grade, Gavin befriended An-
drew. Gavin treated Andrew, who was
younger, like a brother, teaching him
the simple truths that help boys be-
come good men. Andrew remembers
Gavin as endlessly patient and misses
the time they spent together wan-
dering their neighborhood, playing
football and basketball.

After high school, Gavin met Sarah
Kern while working at McDonalds.
Gavin was so taken with Sarah that he
worked up the courage to hand her his
phone number—right in front of her
mother. They spent more and more
time together, and eventually made
plans to marry as soon as Gavin left
the service.

Gavin looked forward to his life with
Sarah and wanted to provide for his fu-
ture family. He joined the Army Re-
serves in 2003 to help pay for a college
education and eventually a law degree.
Tony Colburn, Gavin’s father, offered
to pay his son’s tuition—an offer that
Gavin refused. He wanted to do it him-
self. He didn’t want to burden his fam-
ily. This decision was yet another ex-
ample of Gavin Colburn’s willingness
to sacrifice for the sake of others—a
creed that defined his all too brief life.

In the service, Gavin quickly im-
pressed his superiors with his bravery
and quiet competence. Brigadier Gen-
eral Michael Beasley remembers him
as the ‘“‘go to guy” of the 542nd.
Colburn quickly rose to the rank of
Specialist. ‘““He would have been a Ser-
geant in a matter of months,” said
General Beasley. In the Army, Gavin
conducted himself with the same sac-
rifice and dedication coach Patrick
recognized years before. Indeed, Gavin
was a ‘‘consummate teammate.”

Specialist Colburn posthumously re-
ceived a Purple Heart and Bronze Star
for saving the life of his fellow soldier.
Though ribbons and medals do not de-
fine his service, they are a fitting
honor for a young man who gave his
life so that another might live.

Gavin would have liked to know that
his friends and loved ones—his neigh-
bors and teachers—understand why he
gave his life and are grateful for his
service to them, to Frankfort, to our
Nation. In a written memorial created
by Gavin’s friends, those who knew
him well remember his sacrifice.
Michelle Pfister, the soldier whose life
he saved, wrote this:

Gavin was a very special person to me. I
was in the truck with him on that night, and
if he [had not] used his life to save mine, I
would not be here today. Gavin—I love you
and miss you so much. Thank you so much
for keeping your promise to my family. You
will always be my big brother.

Gavin left an indelible mark on this
world, in the lives he protected and the
friends he inspired. Andrew, his friend
from childhood, wrote him the fol-
lowing message:
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I will think about you daily and the sac-
rifices you made not only for your country,
but the ones you made for your hometown,
for your friends, and fiancé and your parents.
We’ll miss you buddy.

In May, Andrew carried on Gavin’s
mission to protect by enlisting in the
U.S. Army. It is through acts like
these that the memory of Gavin
Colburn lives on.

We must remember the honor he
earned, but it is equally important to
remember the life Gavin lived—how he
spent his time, how he treated others.
Gavin’s cousin, Stacey, wrote this to
him:

Gavin, there [are] not any words to de-
scribe how proud I am of you. You have al-
ways been great at everything you have done
in your lifetime. You will always be my lit-
tle cousin, and I will always remember you
and all of our memories we had while grow-
ing up. We will never forget you. I love you,
and hope to see you again one day in Heaven
but until then, [rest in peace] my hero.

Gavin Colburn lived bravely, self-
lessly, and with tireless energy. He
held nothing back from his commu-
nity, or from his mission to protect
freedom. Gavin has inspired greatness
in so many others. His friends, his fam-
ily, and his Nation are proud of his
service, and we owe him our eternal
gratitude.

My wife Fran and I continue to keep
Gavin’s family in our thoughts and in
our prayers.

Mr. President, I thank the Chair and
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SERGEANT DARRIN KEITH POTTER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask the Senate to pause for a moment
today in loving memory and honor of
Sergeant Darrin Keith Potter.

Sergeant Potter of Louisville, KY,
served with the 223rd Military Police
Company in the Kentucky Army Na-
tional Guard. On September 29, 2003, he
gave his life in defense of our country
in the vicinity of Baghdad, Iraq.

On that day in September, nearly 2
years ago, Sergeant Potter and two of
his fellow soldiers were responding to
reports of lethal bombing attacks by
terrorists near a prison facility. His
MP team tried to drive around a tight
corner in a Humvee, but overturned
into a canal.

Although his teammates escaped the
vehicle safely, sadly, Sergeant Potter
did not, and drowned. He had faithfully
served his nation as a citizen-soldier
for 5 years. He was 24 years old.

For his valorous service, Sergeant
Potter was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal and the Purple Heart. He was
awarded the Kentucky Distinguished
Service Medal, which is the second
highest honor that the Commonwealth
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of Kentucky can bestow. He had also
received both the Army Reserve Com-
ponent Achievement Medal and the
Army Achievement Medal numerous
times in his years of service.

Sergeant Potter’s aspiration to de-
fend others dates back to his formative
years, when he dreamed of one day be-
coming a police officer. While a stu-
dent at Butler High School, in Louis-
ville, he joined the Jefferson County
Police Explorers, a program for boys
and girls interested in a law enforce-
ment career.

There he experienced all of the inner
workings of law enforcement, and
learned what the phrase ‘‘protect and
serve’’ truly meant. He served as Cap-
tain of his Explorer Post and was
named Male Explorer of the Year in
1998.

Darrin decided to enlist in the Ken-
tucky National Guard and join the
military police before he graduated
high school in order to help him
achieve his life-long goal of joining the
Jefferson County Police Department.
He wanted to gain invaluable experi-
ence with law enforcement and serve
his community and his country.

Shortly before his 21st birthday, Ser-
geant Potter was deployed to Bosnia
for a peacekeeping mission. He served
with honor for 7 months. Captain Adri-
an Wheeler, Darrin’s company com-
mander in Iraq who also served with
him in Bosnia, says that Darrin ‘‘could
be trusted with an important decision.
He was physically tough, he was men-
tally tough.”

In late 2001, near the end of his de-
ployment in Bosnia, Sergeant Potter
realized his dream and was accepted to
the Jefferson County Police Academy.
The session was to start 2 weeks before
he was due back from Bosnia.
Undeterred, Darrin arranged with his
commanders and the academy to leave
Bosnia one week early and start at the
academy one week late. Nothing would
deflect him from his goal, and on Feb-
ruary 1, 2002, he was sworn in as a Jef-
ferson County police officer. His moth-
er, Lynn Romans, called it ‘‘the
happiest day of his life.”

The rest of Sergeant Potter’s unit re-
turned from Bosnia on September 10,
2001. The next day was to be their wel-
come-home party. Instead, September
11 will be remembered as the day when
America’s mission in the world, and
the mission of our armed forces, for-
ever changed.

Sergeant Potter was deployed in Iraq
in February 2003. Darrin and his unit
were charged with guarding prisoners
and escorting the many convoys which
traveled in and out of Baghdad. It was
a mission which suited Darrin’s experi-
ence with law enforcement well. He
served nobly and with great valor, and
made everyone in our Commonwealth
proud.

Since childhood, it was clear Darrin
Potter had a strong, energetic spirit.
Born in Flemingsburg, he grew up as a
bright young boy who enjoyed sports,
playing in Little League and in count-
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less games of wiffleball, baseball and
softball after school. As a child he lived
in Pleasureville, Frankfort, Maysville,
and finally Louisville, making friends
wherever he went.

At age b, it was not unusual for boys
ten years older than Darrin to show up
at his door, asking if he could come out
and play. Perhaps it is because Darrin’s
dad, David, had lots of softball equip-
ment. But all those who knew him
would say that his endearing, fun-lov-
ing personality played no small part in
his popularity.

Darrin grew up rooting for the Uni-
versity of Louisville Cardinals and the
Cincinnati Reds. He loved Corvettes,
and as a young man bought a red Cor-
vette, which he treasured and pro-
tected. His father was his best friend,
and the two often played softball to-
gether on the weekends. He was a good
student, but he sometimes got into
trouble for talking too much. You see,
Darrin genuinely liked people.

One of the very first things Darrin
did upon arriving in Iraq was to build a
volleyball court. In the middle of the
desert, Darrin took out his tape meas-
ure and set up a perfect court for the
soldiers to have volleyball tour-
naments.

Captain Wheeler, Darrin’s company
commander in Iraq, has said of Darrin,
“he was just a regular guy, but a pret-
ty extraordinary regular guy.”

I would suspect that Sergeant Potter
would have humbly considered himself
a pretty ordinary guy. But the very
fact that he and so many other ordi-
nary Americans make such heroic
choices—to guard others from danger
by confronting it head on—is what
makes them extraordinary, and makes
America a truly extraordinary coun-
try.

We thank Darrin’s parents, David
Potter and Lynn Romans, and his sis-
ter, Anita Potter, for sharing Darrin’s
life story with us, and for being here
today.

We are profoundly indebted to Ser-
geant Potter for his service and his
sacrifice. Our sadness is tempered with
the knowledge that his mission was to
protect the freedoms we enjoy here in
America, and to spread those freedoms
throughout the world.

I ask my colleagues to keep the fam-
ily of Sergeant Darrin Potter in their
thoughts and prayers as we continue to
pursue a path forward for our country.
I know they will be in mine.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SUNUNU). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from New York.

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish
to speak for a few minutes on the pro-
posal for an independent commaission to
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look into what has happened in the
Gulf States. This issue has been spoken
about, worked on so hard and so care-
fully by Senator REID, Leader PELOSI,
my colleague, Senator CLINTON, and
many others.

I speak from the experience of the
devastation that occurred in New York
after the terrorist attack almost 4
years ago. It will be 4 years this Sun-
day, and many of us will be at Ground
Zero commemorating that.

I think of that every day to this mo-
ment, the people I knew who were
lost—a guy I played basketball with in
high school, a businessman who helped
me on the way up, a firefighter from
the community in which I was raised. I
wear this flag. I put it on September 12,
and I wear it every day and, God will-
ing, will every day for the rest of my
life in memory of those who were lost.

One of the main desires of the fami-
lies of those who were killed in 9/11 was
to get to the bottom of it. I believe it
was a selfless desire, a desire to figure
out what went wrong so it would not
happen again.

Now we face a tragedy of similar con-
sequence although of different origin,
and that is the hurricane in the Gulf
and the lack of an excellent response to
it. Obviously, our first concern has to
be rescuing those who are still in need
of help, making immediate provision
for the hundreds of thousands of indi-
viduals who were displaced and trying
to deal with the immediate aftermath.
Then we will have a longer term job of
restoring the city of New Orleans.

I have talked with Senator LANDRIEU
and Congressman JEFFERSON about
what we learned in New York about
bringing people back to an area that
had become temporarily abandoned.
That is what happened to downtown on
9/11. But another thing we are going to
have to do is figure out what went
wrong with the same positive motiva-
tion that motivated us after 9/11, and
that is so we might reduce the chances
of loss of life, loss of property in the
aftermath of it happening again.

We learned one thing. We learned
very simply that the best way to get to
the bottom of this is have an impartial,
nonpartisan commission not composed
of politicians. The best way to get to
the bottom of this, frankly, is to repeat
the experience of the 9/11 Commission
and have a group of people—many ex-
perts in different fields, some citizens
with motivation to find out what went
wrong—and give them the authority
they need, the resources they need, the
time they need, and let them get to the
bottom of it.

Frankly, there has been a lot of dis-
cussion of how we should do this in the
House and Senate. From what I under-
stand, the majority leader is now con-
sidering simply having joint hearings
with the Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee, joined
with the House. I have no objection to
that, but I will say this: When elected
officials, when politicians are on a
commission, generally it does not work
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out. Republicans will have a natural
view to defend the administration.
Democrats will have a natural view to
attack the administration. Both are le-
gitimate roles. But to assure the public
that the truth will actually be found, a
nonpartisan commission, not composed
of elected officials, is the best way to
g0.
The calls for doing things in the
House and Senate with our particular
needs—appropriations, oversight of
various Government agencies—is not a
bad one, but only if it is not a sub-
stitute for an independent commission.

I hope my colleagues will rise to the
call in the next few weeks and months.
We do not have to constitute this com-
mission immediately, but we should do
it soon enough because, again, the only
way to assure the public that we are
getting to the bottom of this is to have
a commission that is nonpartisan and
not populated by politicians, each of
whom has a legitimate ax to grind—a
legitimate ax to grind, but it is an ax
to grind nonetheless.

I wish to make one other point before
I yield the floor. The initial calls for an
independent commission after 9/11 were
resisted. They were resisted by the ad-
ministration, and they were resisted by
many in the House and Senate. But it
was the fortitude of the families of the
victims, the survivors—Kristen Breit-
weiser and her colleagues from New
Jersey, so many of the families I know
from New York—who forced the Com-
mission to occur.

My guess, my prediction is this: If we
do not form that commission ourselves,
on our own volition quickly, at some
point the citizens of the Gulf States
will demand that we do so in any case
as we move past the tragedy and hope-
fully begin to rebuild for those who
have been caught in this gulf catas-
trophe. Those who lost loved ones, at
least some of them will do what was
done in New York. They will band to-
gether and try to do everything they
can to help a community they love.
And they will urge us and importune
us, just as the families in New York
did, to form such a commission. That is
my guess. It is just how things are. And
it is the right thing to do. So let us do
it now. Again, it does not have to be
done next week. It probably should not
be done next week. Our main goal
should be to focus on helping those who
need help. But within the next month
or two, without question, if we really
want to get to the bottom of what went
wrong to prevent it from happening
again, we should form an independent
commission, not composed of elected
officials with an ax to grind but non-
partisan citizens of various expertise to
figure out what went wrong and to give
us guidance as to how to avoid it in the
future.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask I be
allowed to proceed as though in morn-
ing business.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it is es-
sential that we turn promptly to con-
sideration of the Defense authorization
bill. Our troops are fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan and providing law and
order and saving lives in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina. The Defense au-
thorization bill contains numerous pro-
visions to improve their compensation
and enhance the quality of their lives
and their families’ lives. Passing the
Defense authorization bill sends an un-
mistakable message that we care about
them and that as a nation we appre-
ciate their sacrifices.

More than 64,000 Active-Duty and Na-
tional Guard troops have been sent to
the Gulf Coast where they are assisting
in the recovery from Hurricane
Katrina. These troops are playing a
critical role in conducting search and
rescue missions; evacuating displaced
persons; providing security in impacted
areas; delivering essential food, water,
and medicine; and rebuilding damaged
infrastructure throughout the region. I
saw firsthand last Sunday in Battle
Creek, in my home State of Michigan,
just how effective and professional the
Michigan National Guard is in pre-
paring for the needs of hundreds of
evacuees of Katrina.

And, of course, about 138,000 Amer-
ican soldiers, sailors, airmen, and ma-
rines are engaged in taking on aggres-
sive insurgency in Iraq, and 17,000 re-
main in harm’s way in Afghanistan.
Tens of thousands more are supporting
the war effort through deployment
thousands of miles from home. Our
Armed Forces also continue to bear the
brunt of the continuing effort to sta-
bilize and rebuild Afghanistan, keep
the peace in Bosnia, Kosovo, and other
hot spots, while remaining prepared to
execute other missions in support of
the national military strategy.

Some of these troops deployed over-
seas are from the Gulf Coast area.
Some of them will soon return home to
find that Katrina has damaged or de-
stroyed their homes. Some will have
nothing left. Taking up and passing the
national Defense bill will improve their
quality of life while they remain on ac-
tive duty and when serving in hurri-
cane recovery duty. Passage of the De-
fense bill will send an important mes-
sage to them that we as a nation un-
derstand their loss and appreciate their
service.

At a time when members of our
Armed Forces are performing hero-
ically both at home and overseas to
make our country safer and stronger,
it would be unconscionable to give the
Defense authorization bill anything
less than top legislative priority. Our
military both needs and deserves the
support that Congress can provide in
the Defense authorization bill.

First and foremost, the Defense au-
thorization bill would support our
troops by improving compensation and
quality of life for our service men and
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women and their families as they face
hardships imposed by continuing mili-
tary operations within the TUnited
States and around the world. For ex-
ample, the bill would provide funding
for a 3.1-percent across-the-board pay
raise for military personnel. The bill
contains a $70 million increase in
childcare and family assistance serv-
ices for military families and $50 mil-
lion in supplemental educational aid to
school districts affected by the assign-
ment or location of military families.
The bill would provide increases in
housing allowances and payment of
over 20 types of bonuses and special
pay for our service men and women.

The bill will increase the death gra-
tuity paid to survivors of our military
personnel who die while on duty. It
would increase their life insurance to
$400,000. And that total death benefit of
$500,000 is a small price for a nation to
pay to a family of a soldier or sailor,
an airmen or marine who has made the
ultimate sacrifice of giving his or her
life in service to our Nation.

If the Defense authorization bill is
not enacted, the military’s authority
to pay bonuses and special pay to our
men and women in uniform will expire,
exacerbating an already troublesome
problem that we face in recruitment
and retention. If this bill is not en-
acted, the enhanced death gratuity of
$100,000 and the increased life insurance
benefit that we enacted for service-
members earlier this year will lapse
and substantially lower benefits will be
reinstated. If this bill is not enacted,
more than $6 billion in military con-
struction and family housing projects
to improve the conditions in which our
servicemembers work and live will be
unable to proceed.

The Senate obviously has a lengthy
list of legislation that it wants to con-
sider and needs to consider over the
next few months, but surely if we truly
value the contribution that our Armed
Forces have made and continue to
make every day, each and every
minute at home and abroad, taking up
and passing the Defense authorization
bill before the end of this month will
reflect that sentiment. It is essential
we do so. We have many things to take
up, but I can’t think of anything more
important, other than our response di-
rectly to Katrina to help the victims
and their families, than taking up and
passing the Defense authorization bill.

I thank the Chair and I yield the
floor. I note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENTS NOS. 1649, 1659, 1668, 1673, 1674, 1675,

AND 1676, EN BLOC

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I now
send a series of amendments to the
desk, and I ask unanimous consent
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that the amendments be considered
read and agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to these
amendments be printed in the RECORD,
with all the above occurring en bloc. I
would note that these amendments
have been cleared on both sides of the
aisle.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The amendments were agreed to en
bloc, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 1649

(Purpose: To establish a task force to im-
prove and target the Federal Government’s
policies with respect to the production and
trafficking of methamphetamine)

On page 142, after line 3, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . Within the funds provided for the
Drug Enforcement Agency, the Attorney
General shall establish a Methamphetamine
Task Force within the Drug Enforcement
Agency which shall be responsible for im-
proving and targeting the Federal Govern-
ment’s policies with respect to the produc-
tion and trafficking of methamphetamine:
Provided, That within 90 days of enactment
of this Act, the Drug Enforcement Agency
shall submit a plan that outlines the govern-
ance structure and membership of the task
force: Provided further, That within 120 days
the Drug Enforcement Agency shall estab-
lish the task force and submit to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives the membership of
the task force and powers established for the
task force.

AMENDMENT NO. 1659

(Purpose: To increase the appropriation for
nationwide legal services field programs
and to provide additional funds to pro-
grams providing legal services to the vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina)

On page 175, strike lines 6 through 9 and in-
sert the following:

For payment to the Legal Services Cor-
poration to carry out the purposes of the
Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974,
$358,627,000, of which $346,251,000 is for basic
field programs and required independent au-
dits (of which $8,000,000 is for basic field pro-
grams providing legal assistance to victims
of Hurricane Katrina).

Notwithstanding any other provisions in the
Act, the sums appropriated for the Depart-
ment of Justice are reduced by $37 million.
This reduction is to be taken by the Attor-
ney General from accounts receiving an in-
crease in travel and transportation of per-
sons as specified in the President’s Fiscal
Year 2006 Budget Submittal to Congress pur-
suant to 31 U.S.C. section 1105 and which are
in excess of the fiscal year 2005 level;
AMENDMENT NO. 1668
(Purpose: To provide funding for meth-
amphetamine prevention education pro-
grams in elementary and secondary
schools)

On page 137, line 3, strike ‘‘$350,000,000"’ and
insert <“$352,000,000 of which $2,000,000 shall be
for grants for methamphetamine prevention
education programs in elementary and sec-
ondary schools to be offset by a reduction of
$2,000,000 in the Drug Enforcement Agency
salaries and expenses in this Act”.

AMENDMENT NO. 1673

On page 121, line 19, after ‘‘curity;” insert
the following: ‘‘of which $152,546,000 shall be
for national security infrastructure;”’.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1674

Page 162, line 23, after the word ‘‘mission,”’
add the following ‘‘$371,600,000 for the Webb
Space Telescope to be launched no later than
2013,

AMENDMENT NO. 1675

At the appropriate place in the bill, insert
the following:

“Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, no funds appropriated under this
act shall be used to register, issue, transfer,
or enforce any trademark of the phrase
“‘Last Best Place™.”

AMENDMENT NO. 1676
(Purpose: To prohibit the use of funds
relating to certain rulemakings)

On page 190, between lines 14 and 15, insert
the following:

SEC. 5 .(a) For the period beginning on
October 1, 2005, and ending on April 1, 2006,
none of the funds made available by this or
any other Act may be used to pay the sala-
ries or expenses of any employee of any
agency or office to implement any change to
part 302, 303, 306, or 318 of title 13, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on Decem-
ber 14, 1999), pursuant to the interim final
rule published August 11, 2005 (70 Fed. Reg.
47002; relating to the implementation of, and
regulatory revision under, the Economic De-
velopment Reauthorization Act (Public Law
108-373; 118 Stat. 1756)).

(b) Notwithstanding the interim final rule
described in subsection (a), the public com-
ment period with respect to parts 302, 303,
306, and 318 of title 13, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, shall be not less than 30 days.

Mr. SHELBY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I want
to speak for a few minutes on one of
the amendments the Senate just adopt-
ed by unanimous consent. That amend-
ment contained the Combat Meth Act
that Senator FEINSTEIN, my good
friend and distinguished colleague from
California, and I have cosponsored
along with 40 other Senators. It is the
most comprehensive methamphet-
amine legislation ever introduced,
much less passed by this body, and I
want to begin my brief remarks by
thanking the Senator from Alabama
and his staff for working with us, and
the Senator from Kentucky for his
good work. I know my friend from Cali-
fornia feels the same way. We are very
grateful for their efforts in including
this amendment in this bill. It was
very important to do.

It is amazing, since we introduced
this bill, the response that we have had
within this body and from the law en-
forcement and the social services com-
munity around the country. Senators
and America are aware of the fact that
methamphetamine is the single most
deadly drug threat we have confronted
certainly in my time in public life in
the 20 years that I have been in legisla-
tive bodies. As bad as the other drugs
are, it is worse than the other drugs. It
is almost immediately addictive.

The
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Let us send a message out right now:
You cannot use methamphetamine cas-
ually. If you take it, you are going to
get addicted to it. It changes the phys-
ical structure of the brain. It causes
people to be more aggressive. It can
turn some people into maniacs. Law
enforcement will tell you other drugs
are not as dangerous because they are
passive. Methamphetamine causes peo-
ple to become more aggressive. It
changes the physical structure of the
brain. It causes people to become more
aggressive. It is almost instantly ad-
dictive and there is no known medical
model for getting people off it. There is
no methadone for methamphetamine.

I talked to a substance abuse coun-
sellor from Marriville, MO, about this
one time. He had been in his line, in his
profession, for 16 years, and he said:
When I counsel somebody in trying to
get somebody off methamphetamine, I
just use the 12-step program and I rely
heavily on the first step. There is a
higher power who can help you because
that is what it takes to get off meth-
amphetamine. And there are some peo-
ple who do. It is heroic and miraculous.
But we have no known effective treat-
ment. It is the perfect storm of drugs
because in addition to all that, meth-
amphetamine, unlike other drugs, is
not just sold and consumed in our
neighborhoods, which would be bad
enough, it is made in our neighbor-
hoods. And the process by which it is
made, which is it is concocted in labs,
presents by itself a huge set of prob-
lems and causes a huge number of so-
cial pathologies which our local au-
thorities have been fighting heroically
for years and years.

Methamphetamine labs are toxic.
The process by which the drug is made
and then used is toxic. There are all
kinds of toxic chemicals that are being
used. So when these meth cooks oper-
ate a lab in a home or a van, they cre-
ate a toxic waste dump. It costs $10,000
to clean it up. Our law enforcement of-
ficers have to be trained, not only as
law enforcement officers but as envi-
ronmental experts, because as they
take down these meth labs they have
to break them down, and it costs a lot
of money, not even counting the train-
ing costs. Then the chemicals have to
be disposed of in an environmentally
safe way. That costs a lot of money.
Because these labs are out there oper-
ating, it presents a whole host of addi-
tional dangers to our children, even be-
yond the fact that their parents or
caregivers may be using a seriously
deadly drug, because these Kkids are
growing up in homes that are toxic.

I have had social service workers in
Missouri tell me that when they pull
children out of these environments,
they have to decontaminate them,
sometimes two or three times, because
the residue of these toxins is all over
their bodies. It is tragic and terrible. 1
have had law enforcement officers tell
me they will go in and the air is so bad
they have to wear breathing filters or
moon suits, and there are little chil-
dren running around within a few feet.
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They have seen cradles next to meth-
amphetamine labs. All of this is a prob-
lem with methamphetamine that does
not exist with other drugs, as dan-
gerous and as terrible as other drugs
may be.

Methamphetamine is epidemic. The
fact that it is relatively easy to make
the drug and the information about it
is all over the Internet means that
there are, in my State alone, law en-
forcement tells me, hundreds, perhaps
thousands of labs operating in isolated
areas, and often in not so isolated
areas. The home next door may be
making methamphetamine. They make
it in cars and vans. I have fire protec-
tion district chiefs in urban and subur-
ban areas tell me half the vehicle fires
they are fighting are meth related, be-
cause this is a dangerous process in
which this drug is made, even resulting
in fires or explosions—and these are
chemical fires they have to fight.

I said in urban or suburban areas, be-
cause it is not just a rural problem
anymore. It started there, but it spread
to our urban and suburban areas. The
consciousness of this moved many
Members of this body to support this
bill when Senator FEINSTEIN and I
sponsored it, and to support it passion-
ately. I was moved and pleased by the
number of Senators who came, at our
initial press conference, and spoke
movingly because, of course, we get
around in our States. We talk to peo-
ple. We see the devastation and we
have heard law enforcement, and the
Senate has acted by adding the Combat
Meth Act to this legislation.

I am very pleased about it. We have
a chance now to send this over to the
House. If the Senate approves the bill,
which I am confident it will, I hope
early next week, then we can get this
bill passed and sent to the President’s
desk.

I promised to be brief. I was not, al-
though I am sure listeners understand
that brevity in the Senate means some-
thing different than it may mean in
other places. But the bill contains a
number of important provisions. Prob-
ably the centerpiece of it is a provision
that would take cold medicines that
contain pseudoephedrine and put them
behind pharmacy counters around the
country. This has been done in a num-
ber of States. Missouri is a leader in
this. Oklahoma is a leader. Iowa is a
leader. I thank Senator COBURN for his
efforts in helping us, and Senator
GRASSLEY for his efforts, helping us.
They know what methamphetamine is,
coming from the States from which
they come. This would put these pre-
cursor drugs behind pharmacy
counters. It means consumers will still
have access but meth cooks will not.
Because they have to assemble 20 or 30
or 40 packages of cold medicines in
order to make methamphetamine, they
will not be able to do it anymore. They
will not be able to steal it or buy it be-
cause it is going to be behind pharmacy
counters.

Then, in addition, there are a number
of targeted grant programs designed to
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assist our law enforcement and social
service workers stopping this drug and
dealing with the terrible fallout from
it.

I am grateful to all those involved.
We need to move now to the next step.
We need to keep working in other
ways, above and beyond this bill, in
which we can stop this deadly drug.

I am grateful to all those who helped
make this day possible, and I know I
speak for Senator FEINSTEIN saying we
are very pleased the Senate has adopt-
ed this and added it to this measure
and that now we are in a position to
send it to the House.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, be-
fore the Senator from Missouri leaves
the floor, I want to extend on behalf of
every Member of the Senate our thanks
to him for his leadership in fighting
the scourge of methamphetamine. The
Senator from Missouri has become the
leader in the Senate in combating this
scourge. On behalf of all Members of
the Senate, I thank him for his ex-
traordinarily effective work in this
most important area.

Mr. TALENT. Will the Senator yield
for a minute?

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yield the floor.

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator has yielded the floor so I can add,
for a moment, that I very much appre-
ciate his kind words. I did not in my
remarks talk at great length about
Senator FEINSTEIN’s efforts. I will have
the opportunity to do it. I have done
that in the past and I will have the op-
portunity to do that again.

The remarks of the Senator are very
fine, but let me say Senator FEINSTEIN
has been on this issue since at least the
1990s. She saw it coming. We have not
completed anything yet. We still have
to get this over to the House and pass
it. There are other things we have to
do. The remarks of the Senator are
very kind, but Senator FEINSTEIN is the
outstanding leader. It has been a great
pleasure to work with her to this point
and I look forward to continuing to
work with her and other Senators from
both sides of the aisle, getting this
done completely, including the Senator
from Kentucky. I know what a problem
this is in Kentucky. He and I talked
about this. I am grateful for his assist-
ance.

I yield the floor.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent there now be a period of morn-
ing business with Senators permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HONORING CHIEF JUSTICE
WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, on be-
half of the people of Minnesota I have
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taken the floor today to express our
condolences to Rehnquist family for
their loss and gratitude and admiration
for his extraordinary life of service.

The Midwest, where William
Rehnquist was born, does not have the
high mountains or the pounding ocean
surf of other parts of the country. We
learn from our geography the value of
moderation and dependability. William
Rehnquist was a solid human being
whose consistency and resolve as a
member of the Supreme Court bene-
fited the whole country in turbulent
times.

The historian Whitehead has written
that the essence of leadership is main-
taining order in the midst of change,
and change in the midst of order. Wil-
liam Rehnquist lived out the principle
that both change and order are nec-
essary in the law and he knew when we
needed each.

Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist
served America with great distinction
on the Supreme Court for 33 years. His
profound respect for the Constitution
and his collegial relationships through-
out the judiciary will be a standard for
future justices. He knew that his role
was more than deciding cases: it was to
raise the knowledge of and respect for
the rule of law.

Mr. Rehnquist took his seat as an as-
sociate Supreme Court justice in 1972
after being appointed by President
Richard Nixon, and became Chief Jus-
tice in 1986, during the Reagan admin-
istration.

His opinions reflected a staunch ad-
herence to the constitutional principle
of State’s rights. He also displayed an
untiring willingness to work with his
colleagues to find a compromise with-
out minimizing his position. Chief Jus-
tice Rehnquist will be remembered as
one of our most influential chief jus-
tices in history.

As the Court’s most junior justice,
Rehnquist made state sovereignty his
central principle of American constitu-
tional law. At times, especially in
those early years in 1973, he stood
alone in his support of State sov-
ereignty but continued this fight to the
end of his time on the bench.

Chief Justice Rehnquist succeeded in
shifting the balance of power between
States and the Federal government.
The control and limitation of Federal
control will always be a legacy of Chief
Justice Rehnquist. He protected the
Constitution in his application of the
law and took great pride in his protec-
tion of civil liberties and the impor-
tance of freedom and the democratic
spirit in our Constitution.

As Chief Justice, Mr. Rehnquist made
his mark on the Court with grace in an
environment where justices of varying
opinions could express themselves free
from personal attacks and or ideolog-
ical stalemates. His was a Court of
strong personalities who operated in
profound respect for each other and the
country gained from their wisdom and
discourse. He was a great leader and ef-
fective administrator of the Supreme
Court.
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